
\ T 'Ilf f\7 

mU \\1 V 


" Mill'U y & 

f® m 11 


iVr W / 
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MY BEST FR/ENP KISSEP ME. 
























































































































































































NO 

M/sset? 

CALLS OR 

tsxts 

FROM 

MARL 























K we 

WILL HAVE 
A CRIME 
PREVENTION 
SEMINAR 
TOMORROW 
PURINO FIFTH 
ANP SIXTH 
PERIOP... 


OH, 

KUMAKURA- 
SAN IS 
ABSENT 
AOAIN/ 


THE 

NEXT 

PAY. 


ANP 

THE 

NEXT 

PAY. 


HEY, 

NARU- 

OHAN 

SENSEI, 

WAIT 

UP! 


well, I 

TALKEP 
TO HER 
MOTHER... 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IF YOU 
WANT TO 
STAY FRIENPS 
WITH THIS 
PERSON... 


you 

NEEP TO 
LET HER 
POWN 
OENTLy. 


OH MY GOV. 


JUST 
AVOW 
THE TOPIC 
FOR NOW 
AW TEXT 
HER. 


THING. 


I'LL 

HURT 

MARI? 

WE'LL 

STOP 

BEING 

FRIENPS? 


JUST 

ASK 

HOW 

SHE'S 

REEL¬ 

ING 


, . V- e=e 

- SO, IF 


_ ISAY 


THE 


WRONG 















































































































































WHEN ISA/U... 

\ \\ 

HER 

FACE... 


\ 'Y$ 

SfcA \\ ^ 











































































BUT... 


SHE'S MY 
BEST FRIENP... 


I PON'T WANT 
TO LOSE HER. 
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W4NTEP 
TO TEASE 
YOU... 


SO X 
PlAYBV 
A MEAN 
JOKE 

on you, 

AKKO. 


I'M 

REALLY, 

REALLY 

SORRY. 








[CHAPTER 16 ] 
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//s#l 

A BOY- 

roo?% / U FRIPNP, 
' ^ \ HUH? 



45 FOR m, 
I'M OOINO TO 
FINE? 4N OT4KU 
OUV WHO UKE5 
ALL THF 54MF 
THINOS X VOU 


























































oh 

YEAH. 


IT/5 

ALMOST 

SUMMER 

VACA¬ 

TION... 


HE/, I 
JUST 
REALIZED. 


BUT I 
HAVEN'T 
READ THIS 
MANOA 
BEFORE/ 


WE 

HAVEN'T 
BEEN 
STUDYING 
AT ALL 
ARE WE IN 
TROUBLE? 


» WEPM'T -i 
WP6UFF06PP 
';.TO$tupy 
FOPF/mt? 


AKKO, 
CAN you 
HAND ME 
THE NEXT 
VOLUME? 


Mxieu'T 6M6W, 

toom> A.TxTtte" 
-r^tTBoo^. x 


I DIDN'T 
EVEN 
NOT!CL... 


THE 
BNP OF 
THE 
RAINY 
SEASON. 





































































































































I THOUGHT 
IT'P BE NlCE 
TO Have 

SOMETHING 
TO LOOK 
FORWARP 
TO AFTER 
FINALS. 


1 X CAN'T 
/ FOR 

llll SUMMER 
! VACATION/ 


I WON'T 

see her 

FOR OVER 
A MONTH. 


THAT'S 
ALL I 
WANT. 


I HOPS I 
CAN BB HER 
FR!BNP AGAIN. 


KUMAKURA, 
WHERE PO 
YOU WANT 
TO 00 THIS 
SUMMER? 






















I PROMISE I'LL LOVE HER ONLY AS A FRIENP. 
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YAAAWWWN. 


a mo... 


^ApVA : /l7lj 

T® 

■-VS4 :g 

k ? 


^ y 3Z 


•hSh-# 

:d 2S- 

7\f 







































































































































































Vj / 


X HAVE 

\\ •/ j 

* / 

/ / 

TO OET 

W/ 

s i 

y 

UP AT 

if 

f/7, ' : 

V J 7 A 

7f IT'S 

6 AM 


THREE 

■Jr 

m like 1 

TIMES A 

|g|f 

/ 

- 4 PON'T 

*J * EVEN 

WEEK. 


, MW, 

- 7^7" 

n v oet a 

\ VACATION/ 


7 "s 

SUCKS! \> 

***\ 

/Tf7r-| 

1) 7 

^ ^/w?y y 

fy |N^ 

if l rt 

j i 

1/ i| 

xu 1 
















































\\ 



L i®! 1 






































tr* 

60 

you'. 
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YOU'RE SUCH AN IPIOT/ 

HO HIOH SCHOOL OIRL IS 
THAT PURE! SHE'S PLAYIHO YOU!! 
YOU PON'T KNOW HOW 0IRL5 ARE... 
THEY CALCULATE THE\R EVERY MOVE!! 
MAYBE SHE'S JUOOUNO TWO OTHER 
&UYS. OR MAYBE SHE'S IN LOVE 
WITH SOMEONE ELSE. 


% 
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you 

VON'T 
TEXT we 
FOR WEEKS, 
ANV NOW 
you ASK 
WE TO 
GOT 


[CHAPTER 18] 


WOW I'M 
GOING WITH 
A FRIENP TO 
THE FIRE¬ 
WORKS 
FESTIVAL. 


n 


MARI, 
WAIT! 
yOU'RE 
GOING 
TO TRE 
RIVER- 
BANK? 


AREN'T 
you GOING 
TO PR ESS 
UP FOR THE 
OCCASION...? 




















































































*A yukata is a light kimono often worn during summer festivals. 























































wow// 


LOOK 
AT THAT! 

I FEEL LIKE 
I COULP 
REACH OUT 
ANP TOUCH 
THEM/ 


ME TOO! 
IT'S A LOT 
BETTER 
THAN THE 
VIEW 
PROM MV 
HOUSE. 


- BOOOM 
























































' / x 



OBJECTION, 

YOUR 

HONOR/ 


HOLP 

IT/ 


HUH? 













































SHOULP 

senp 

HER A 
PHOTO/ 


I EVEN 
BOUGHT 
HERA 
SWIM¬ 
SUIT... 


NO, 

THAT'S 

WHAT 

TAMA- 

MIN 

WOULP 

PO... 


MARI 

USUALLY 

REPLIES 

RIGHT 

AWAY. 


MAYBE 
SHE'S 
BUSY 
WITH 
HER 
BOY - 
FRIENP. 


Tfe 





■■ 

E3 

■ = 

L iSS 

life 

illllllll CJ 


n 

!i | 

III EM 1 



tmaJm U kb . 


• - 





























































□ 00 



















































































































MAR!?! 

WAIT/ 


WHAT 
THE—? 
WERE y OU 
RUNNING 
FROM 
ME? 


* 20-0 











































mu 


























































MOM 
IS ON A 
BUSINESS 
TRIP, SO I'VE 
BEEN ON 
MY OWN AS 
FAR AS 
FOOD 
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[CHAPTER 19] 







































































































































































































































































































HE/, 

LOOK AT 
TAMA-MIN'6 
SWIMSUIT/ 


MY HEART 
HURT SO 
MUCH...? 



L 




MM 

\ 


IpF 

1 

i¥W| 

l\WT w J IvvNa ft 

1 |Tpfev-^?l 


WHY 





—' 

DOES... 




h£^}\ THAT'S ' 






A SWIM-/ 
JgE: U SUIT? "" 





















































NN... 



m 

MARI, 
YOU CAN 
PUT ON A 
YUKATA BY 
YOURSELF? 
THAT'S 
PRETTY 
, COOl. 


IT'S 

NOT 

THAT 

HARP. 


WHEN 

PIPIT 

HAPPEN? 

ANP 

WHERE? 


NOW 

WOULP 
8ETHE 
TIME TO 
ASK WHAT 
HAPPENEP 
BETWEEN 
MARI ANP 
HER BOY- 
PR!BNP... 


PIPN'T 
TAKE ME 

ve Ry 

LONO. 













































































































AKKO, 

I WANTEP 
o TO TELL 
YOU— 


MANY BOY¬ 
FRIENDS 
SUGI-SAN 
JUGGLEP 
OR WHO 
TAMA-MIN 
PATEP. 


Imf mk L... I..—1 


jjifeb. 1 pji- | | 1 




/ NEVER B 


iy 2 








































/ DON'T 
UNPER- 
STANP. 


WHY 

poesit 

FEEL 
LIKE MY 
HEARTS 
BEEN 
CRUSHEP? 








































































































































































































UHH... 


















MAYBE... 





















m.N 










































































N X MNP A 

WfSHEP... ? 


MAR! WAS 
IN LOVE 
WITH ME. 
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PONT 

WORR// 

WE'LL PINP 
BOY PRIENPS 
OP OUR OWN 
eomuAY! 


wpy, 

AKKO, 
WHAT ARE 
you STILL 
POINO 
HERE? 


WHERE'S 

MARI- 

CHIN? 


WHAT 
ARE you 
UP TO, 


JUST 
CAME 
BACK 
TO OET 
My 

TOWEL. 


SHE TOOK 
OPP TO SEE 
HER BOy- 
PRIENP. 


TIME 
TO GO 
HOME. 









































































[CHAPTER 20] 























































































































































































BUT... 






























































IF I WERE HER PR!BNP, IV TELL HER. 



"/F 

YOU CUT 
YOUR HAIR, 
LOOKS? UP, 
SMI LEV... 















WZ COULP BZ PRIZNPS. 
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PON' T 
KNOW 
HOW TO 
EXPLAIN 
IT... 


MEAN 


BUT 
IT WAS 
KINQA My 

FAULT. 


THAT'S 

NOT 

TRUE/ 


IT'S 
NOT 
YOUR 
FAULT , 


HE'S A 
TOTAL 
JERK!! 


HE 

CALLEP 
you OUT 
ANP STOOP 

you up/ 





jj/ 






































I WAS SO SAP WHBN 
IPIP N'T SBB HBR. 
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LAST NIGHT, I WENT THROUGH A BUNCH OF "WHAT IF" SCENARIOS. 



IF HE 


POES 


SHOW 


UP BUT 


STILL 


PUMPS 


HER, 


I'LL GO 
TO HIS 
SCHOOL 
ANP KICK 
HIS ASS. 
CTHOUGH, 

I PON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
HE LOOKS 
LIKE...) 


IF 

MARI'S 
BOYFRIENP 
BLOWS 
HER OFF 

AGAIN... 


WE'LL 
TAKE 
HER 
OUT TO 


ANPIF 
MARI 
CRIES... 
WE'LL 
ALL BE 
THERE 
FOR 
HER. 


IF... 



















































































[CHAPTBR 21] 



I'LL SMILE 
ANP BE HAPPY 
FOR HER. 





















































































































































































































































































THANK 

you... 






































































































































































































BARUBR 

i 


/ AW/tf... "V 
\ l SURB... , 

\% / 

/ OR hell, 

' m coulv 
EVEN 
HAVE A 
GO/CON 
\ BEFORE 

TRY ANP \ 
ROUNP UP \ 
SOME OUYS \ 
FORA 

GOKON AT 

THE CLASS > 

THBVRE 

HERB. 



BY \ 

REUNION. / 

9 X 



nteru 


soLenier 

AKKO WE 

WHAT?AHP WE M uL? F 

mes«£ Mn - 


THE WAY, 
VO YOU 
COSPLAY? 
WE NEEP 
MORE BO/5 
IN OUR 
CLUB... 


TRY OH A 
LELOUCU 

outfit? 


9 

/ ® v - 


ARE PLENTY 
OF OIRLS 
OUT THERE/ 

YOU'LL BE 
FINE// 


If M'S CUTE! 




I II II 









































































































my 

LOVE... 

IT'LL 

NEVER 

HAPPEN! 


I 

WANTEP 

TO TEASE 
YOU... 


SOI 


PLAYEP 


A MEAN 


JOKE 


ON YOU, 


AKKO. 






























































MY HEART WAS 
POUNPING LOUVER 
THAN THE MUSIC, 
rrs BEAT ECHOEP 
THROUGH THE ROOM. 



























































































IW/SHEP 
WE COULU 
STAY U/CE 
THIS 

FOREVER... 
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UBY! 




















































TOO 

LATE 

FOR 

THAT 

NOW... 


my vwk't \ 

• tV 

/f o r 

TREY JUST 1 


YOU'FL 

WEAR THEIR 
SCHOOL 


60m TO 
BL6UCH 

UNIFORMS i 

1 pur 1 

AH AFP. 

TO BEOIN / 


J WOH'T 

WITH? / 

\\ 0f Ajf V 

1 IHVITL YOU / 

to m , 

1 H&T / 

60K0H! 11 A 




THEY 
BNPBP UP 
WEARING 
THEIR 
NORMAL 
SCHOOL 
UNIFORMS... 

















































I ONLY 
HAP TWO 


PAGES 


FOR THIS. 


TO BE 


CONTIN¬ 


UER... 

HMNIi 
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Where does friendship end 
and love begin...? 

When it comes to grades, bookish high school student Kumakura 
Mariko is at the top of her class — but socially, she’s at the bottom. 
Shy and introverted, she usually eats her lunch alone. Enter the 
charismatic and gorgeous Ohashi Akiko, whose goal is to become 
Mariko’s new BFF and burst her out of her timid shell. 

In the process of transforming “Plain Jane” Mariko into one of the 
cutest, most popular girls in school, deep feelings begin to emerge 
that suggest something more than friendship. Will these feelings 
destroy the budding relationship between Mariko and Akiko, or will 
it blossom into something else? 
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